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Make your own bug mansionMake your own bug mansion
Blue PeterBlue Peter

IntroductionIntroduction

You will needYou will need

InstructionsInstructions

Step 1Step 1

Make your own bug mansion to attract all sorts of 
creepy crawlies into your garden. Don’t forget to take 
a picture and send it to us at bluepeter@bbc.co.uk

First you need to select a 
good location. Find a spot in 
the garden to build your 
minibeast mansion. A 
sheltered position in the sun 
or semi-shade will be best 

Planks of wood

Bricks

Twigs, leaves, grass, 
bamboo, old drinks 
bottles - whatever you 
have unused in the 
house as long there are 
no chemicals

t

Tip- You can be as 
creative as you like with 
this one. All you need is 
some planks of wood, a 
few bricks to hold it up 
and then you fill it with 
twigs, leaves, grass and 
all kinds of materials 
that you have lying 
around your house.

for most insects and a flat surface will make building easier. 
You can use anything from bricks, slate, bamboo, leaves, 
twigs, mud, old fabric, old drinks bottles - watever you like. 
Just remember to check with an adult the items you are 
using.
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Step 2Step 2 Step 4Step 4

Step 5Step 5

Now all you need to do is sit 
back and wait to see what kind 
bugs decide to move in. Don't 
forget to use our bug spotter 
sheet to help you identify your 
new guests.

Finally, mkae sure your 
mansion is as snug as 
possible, that the roof is 
rain-proof. You could also 
plant from insect friendly 
plants near by to help attract 
and encourage the insects.

Try to use a variety of ‘fillings’ 
in your mansion as different 
insects will have different 
needs. Straw, leaves and 
garden cuttings make good 
packing material and a mix of 
pots, twigs and bamboos will 
create nooks and crannies for 
insects to shelter in.

Step 3Step 3

Next you need to build the 
foundation. This will be the 
bottom of your Bug Mansion. 
You can use whatever 
materials you like but 
untreated wood is the best. 
We used an old chest of 
draws.






